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5. ITISH SLEEPERS; 


>> 5 


| 0 R. THE 
SONS of BRITANNIA 
SLEEPING, 


While She, in a Diſcourſe in three Parts, laments the 


Ruin which, without a Change in their Conduct, 
muſt be inevitable; provides againſt the Evils, to 


which their unthinking Fathers conſented in the laſt 


Century ; ; and ſends her Tears, as the Meſſengers of 


_ her Grief, to melt them into a Concern fox them- | 
_ ſelves, that France may not ſpread her Triumphs as. 


Monuments of their Diſgrace, that will be more 
| ſting than Monuments made of Braſs, or Marble. 


— — — * — 


If. none but hy. Proſper can loſe by Alterations, no 
Lk can be bar what may n ſome Advantage to us. 
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'HE Remainder of my Diſcourſe upon 
the Natural Intereſt of our Country at- 
* i tends you, with the Deſire of its Au- 
Xx thor, that it may afford you a pleaſing 
al 2 A Entertainment an the Subjects which 
fill'd the Evening we devoted to them in the Pal-mal ; 
and, if my Thoughts ſwell beyond your Expectation, 
I hope you will allow for a Fulneſs in the Heart to 
which the Intereſt of our Country is never abſent, and 
whoſe Service is a Subject in its daily Meditations. 
Your Thoughts, being unreſervedly Engliſh, fix 
you in that noble Turn of Mind which looks with 
Difdain upon Corruption, and riſing above the Temp- 
tations a Treaſury affords, it baffles the Influence of 
him that may have the conducting it; and, know- 
ing your Words are the faithful Interpreters of your 
Thoughts, mine flow to you with the greater Free 


dom- 


Loans Fo 


NS RR oy Ye XY 
rn vans; foes 5 rr 


(4 oy 
1 
n= 


— ——— 
- * 


* 
KF] 
. 
2 
1 
— 


* 


— — 


8 


La 


dom, conceiving you -cannot be offended by Things 
ſpoken as an Engh/hman ſhould fpeak. 


Your Reflections upon our Neceſſity for a Peace, 


are ſo well proportion'd to the common Intereſt of our 


Country, that if it was generally ſo well underſtood - 


as you underſtand it, our Thoughts would retire from 
the Exotic Intereſts Nature forbids our mixing with, 
that our Minds may be abſtractedly employ'd in the 
"Things that concern ourſelves. 

Iv Duty to ourſelves, we ſhould ſeparate our In- 
tereſt from the Mixture it is under, to anticipate our 
Neceſſity for it by an approaching Indigence, and leave 
the Powers upon the Continent to the deciding their 
own Quarrels, while ſome Things remain to us that 
deſerve our Care, and withdraw from the pernicious 


Engagements we ſhould have no more to do with, than 


thoſe that never heard of the contending Parties. 

Oos Diſgrace, Waſte of Men and Money in the 
Netherlands, are a Poſtſcript to our engagements for 
the Houſe of Auftria, which, by want of Shipping, 
cannot be of uſe to us in the military Way, and by 
Defe& of Money, can never pay any of the Damages 
it has involv'd us in; nor would any of the Advantages 
(it any had been made by our Arms) have center'd in 
us, tho' the Expence is ours. But, 

As Things ſhow their whole Worth, when the 
whole Neceffity for them is felt, the Money drawn like 
Blood from the Veins of our People, will appear to be 
the Time, Strength, Toil, and Tears of thoſe that 
acquir'd, and had fix'd their Hope in it for future Eaſe ; 
for Penury will be conſequential to the Profuſion our 

Engagements 


L 


Engagements upon the Continent have made of the 
People's Money. 

IN the War of King 2 lliam, the Seed of our pre- 
ſent Miſeries was ſown, and it was our Leader into 
Diſtreſſes that have reduced us to a Neceſſity for Peace, 

at almoſt any Rate, to diſtance the Evil Day, for the 

| making a better Proſpect. But, 
c As our Peace is to be made with a © Re who has 
ſo humbled our Allies, that no one of them can be of 
any Uſe to us in a Treaty for it, nor the whole toge- 


r ther, caſt any Aw upon the Power we are to treat with, 
: we may be oblig'd to accept of a Peace upon ſuch 
: Terms as that Prince ſhall: appoint ; for all that is left 
t to our Choice, is in the Queſtion, Whether we will be 
5 ruin'd by a War, or by a Peace that may be as fatal to 
" us in its Conſequences, tho' fill'd with a flattering Hope 
| that is not be found in a War that may lead to the 
8 ſpeedier End? 
n Nox x being ſo unhappy as thoſe that are ignorant 
Fe of their own Unhappineſs, nor any in greater Danger 
d than thoſe who perſiſt in their Miſtakes till they are 
paſt recalling, a Scene now opens, but as much out of 
* Seaſon as Repentance would be in the Grave; for now 
we ſee, by Neceſſity, that the forked Evil comes out 
5 of our Engagements for the Houſe of Auſtria, with 
Le which we were firſt entangled by our Engagements in 
be the War of King William. But, 
at THIS View of our own Unhappineſs comes too late 
e; | for our Redemption, for our Riches are exhauſted, and 
ur are as Water ſpilt upon the Ground that cannot be 
nts gather'd 
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gather'd up again; our Trade is departed, divided, atid 
run into Hands that will not allow of its return to us; 
and we have given a Power to France which we cannot 
recall, but muſt ſuffer under the Uſe that will be made 
of it againſt us, in treating for a Peace, or in the Con- 
tinuance of a Land-I/ar, for we have made her, either 
Way, awful to us. Yet, 

B V Retroſpection we may receive ſome Cautions 
that may not be altogether Uſeleſs; for, by it, it will 
appear that the Houſe of Auſtria was as oppreſſive to 
us in the higheſt Succeſs of a Var, as in the Defeats 
we receiv'd in Battle for its Sake: And if this may ſeem 


a Paradox, I reccommend to your Enquiry, a Re- 


flection upon the Means by which our National Debt 
was made, and there you will find the ſeeming Paradox 
reconcil'd. For, 

WE werealways beatenin the Var of King William, 
and always victorious in that of Queen Anne; but each 
Victory made as great an Article in our Account of 
Debt, and Misfortune, as any of the Defeats that had 
gone before it; and if the preſent War had favour'd 
our Armies with Victory, it might have lull'd us to the 
Waſte of our laſt Shilling: For it is almoſt ſixty Years, 

that we have maintain'd the Humour of offering our 
own Intereſts, in Lands, Money, and Trade, as one 
continued Sacrifice to the Neceſſities of the Houſe of 
Auſtria ; and one remarkable Victory would have fix'd 
the Folly, till the Stings of the extremeſt Poverty 


{ſhould ſhow the Miſtake. For, | 
” WE 


174 

WE had no greater Reaſon for engaging in the Diſ- 
orders of the Continent, than the remoteſt of the Chiefs | 
in America; and the ridiculous Profuſion of our Riches 
in its Diſputes, muſt appear to the reſt of Mankind, 
like a Quarrel between us and our Money that oblig'd 
us to tranſport it, as we tranſport Felons to prevent the 
Miſchiefs they might do to our r Country by continuing 
in its own keeping. 


IF the Money the Netherlands have coſt us, could 
be counted againſt their Acres of Land, its Amount 
would be to no leſs than five Pounds to an Acre, tho? 
the whole has not return'd us the Worth of one Baſket 
of Apples; but this Expedient for removing the Weight 
of our Riches, proves, that if an Archimedes had not 
been of the Council in thoſe Days, we muſt have 
groan'd under the Weight of them, and their Increaſe 
in our Commerce, to this Hour. 

Ir an Account by Way of Debtor and Creditor, 
could be truly ſtated between us and the Houſe of 
Auſtria, nothing could be brought into it, in balance 
to our Charge of Loſs, in Money, Trade, Blood, and 


| Reputation, but Cyphers, without any one Figure be- 


fore them, in proof of any Value receiv'd by us in any 
one Thing done by that Illuftrious Houſe, 

A Farmer ſowing M heat and Rze together, for the Pro- 
duce of three Pecks of Wheat to one of Rie, when Wheat 
was at four Shillings a Buſhel, and the Mixture at three, 
I told him, that as the three Pecks of //heat would 
bring the ſame Money without the Rie, he had nothing 
but its Straw for the Ground i grew on, i its Seed, and 


the 
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the many Parts of Labour that made it marketable. 
The Man farting, like one from a profound Sleep, ſaid, 
What a Fortune has been given away in the forty Years 
my Father rented this Eſtate, and the twenty ſince I ſuc- 
ceeded him in it! 

SHOULD our Surpriſe be leſs, in ſeeing aching but 
the Ruin of our Golden Fleece; the Loſs of other Bran- 
ches in our Trade, others neglected, a Decay upon 
the Whole: A mountain of Debt inſulting us, as 
Mount Atlas inſults its neighbouring Hills; and Cr:pples 
to maintain for our Expence of Blood and Treaſure, in 
Mars that allow us no Share in the * that 
were made by our own Arms ? 

WHAT a diſtorted Figure the Account will make'i in 
our own Hiſtory, that muſt be given for the Blood 
of our People, who had no Call by Nature, or a true 
Policy, to that Bed of Falſe Honour on which they died ; 
and the Weight entailed upon the Generations in Succeſ- 
- hon upon no other Equivalent, than is in the Brillant 
of the Bear-Garden, where Wounds, Bruiſes, and 
Death, are the Glory of the dying Combatant : But it 
may be the Hope of ſome profound Politicians, that what 
our Hiſtorians will ſay of their Wiſdom, may be taken 
for a Romance ? For, | 

T Hr Glory of our Arms upon the Continent may be 
drought in parallel with that which Cervantes aſcribed 
to the Arms of his Quixot, in his Solemnity, Hazard, 
and ſage Engagement with a Windmill; for a vain and 
frivolous Oſtentation upon the Wonders that were 
wrought by our Arms, for our own undoing, is a ſcan- 

dalous 
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dalous Equivalent for the ſolid Treaſure that was acqui- 
red by Hardſhips, which made it the metaphorical Blood 
of the People. 

In the Poverty of his Knights Roſenante, and his fall 
by the Want of Strength to recover his Trip againſt a 
Mole-hill, Cervantes draws a beautiful Picture of the 
Profits we made in fighting other Mens Battles at our 
own Expence, as if our Money could not be ſo well 
employed as in the making us Parties in the Quarrels of 
others. But, yoda, 

IT remains, to our Honour, that our Bravery has not 
been inferior to that of the Knight, who never refuſed 
Battle to the moſt formidable Vinmilli, or Flachs of 
Sheep that could provoke his Sword ; but it may be our 
Unhappineſs to ſee our Miſtakes ridiculed by thoſe that 
have the Benefit of em: For, when a weak Man and 
his Money are parted, none has his Folly in greater De- 
riſion, than thoſe in whoſe Service he conſumed it. 

Ir our Money had been confined to the Employment 
it ought to have had in our Commerce, our Thoughts 
would have fixed in the Intereſt of our own Country, 
which is {till improveable, though there is not Strength 
enough in all the Words the World makes Uſe of, to 
ſhew how much it ſuffered by that Appearance our Arms 
made, in Obedience to the Houſe of Auſtria, in our late 
Wars. 

IT was the Remark of an Author, that the King of 
Sweden fought for the heroic Character, at the Expence 
of the Blood and Treaſure of his People, to gratify his 
own Ambition; when the Czar of Muſcovy made the 
Intereſt of his People the ſole Object of his military 

2 Actions 
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AQtions, that every one of them might have a Benefit 
in his Undertakings : And, if that Spirit had influenced 
our Leaders into the late Jars, we ſhould have had no 
Share in them. But, 

By the Advice the grand Penſionary of Holland 
gave to King William, a national Debt was to be created, 
and nothing but a War could furniſh a Pretext for it; 
and, as the greater Debt would make the greater "ORs 
rity for that Prince's Poſſeſſion of the Throne, it was 
augmented by all the Ways poſſible, and all the Schemes 
that were offered for its Payment were rejected: And, 
if we trace our preſent Misfortunes to their Origin, 
they will all meet in that very Point of Time, Policy, 
and Action. 

SURROUNDED by the Seas, and having nothing to 
acquire, or defend upon the Continent, it cannot be our 
Prudence to mix with any of its Intereſts. By that 
which affects any of its Powers, all may be affected, in 
ſome Degree, of Loſs or Gain; but our Separation 
creates a ſeparate Intereſt that muſt be maintained by 
Politicks proportioned to it; and, as our Intereſt is un- 
mixedly Naval, our Occaſion for Heroes in Land-Ser- 
vice, is the ſame as the Cantons of Sw:tzerland have 
for Commanders at Sea. 1 | 

T as makes one Sailor more beneficial to our Country 
than thegreateſt Army for Land-Service: For the Sailor 
labours to make every Man the better for him ; but the 
Army i is a Drain upon our Treaſure, like the Hand of 
the Mill-maid upon the Cow's Udder, which returns no- 
thing for what ſhe is every Day taking from it : And it 


may deſerve our Notice, that. our Sailors ſpend their 
Wages 


11 J 
Wages at Home, but our Soldiers ſpend their Pay Abroad, 
from whence no Part of it returns to us again. 

THIS, in reſpect to us, turns the Enterprizes of our 
Land- Armies into as great a Ridicule as Cervantes be- 
ſtowed upon the Conduct of his Quixot: For the Hi- 
ſtory of their great Exploits, and the Miſchiefs they 
brought upon their Country, will be as laſting a Me- 
morial of our Wiſdom, as the Burleſque of that exten- 
live Wit may be of that romantic Spirit which prevail- 
ed in the Errantry of the Kingdom of 298 for the 
Redemption of captiv'd Virgins. 

Our Fathers conquered France, at a great Expence 
to themſelves, and without Profit to their Poſterity; 
and, if they had maintained their Conqueſt, that King- 
dom would have been the Seat of our Empire: England 
would have been a Province to it, and muſt have parted 
with its Trade and Treaſure, to agrandize the Imperial 
Seat, by making it the Centre of Riches and Magni f- 
cence, and to bind our Obedience by a Poverty that 
would have anticipated a Revolt. And, 

Id the preſent Time, Conqueſt either Way would 
be the ſame to us: For, if the French were to conquer 
us, or we to conquer them, this Kingdom would be- 
come a Province to that, and the conquering them would 
be no better to us than that of being conquered by 
them. | | 

As that which is ſometimes Neceſſary to the Powers 
upon the Continent would be Knight Errantry in us, 
that Conqueſt would have been the Subject of as much 
Ridicule as fell from the Pen of Butler upon the great 
Adventures of the principal Figure in his Hudibras, if 
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our Fathers had enjoyed the Union we are in mo Scot- 


land. But, 
Tar Confederacy between that Kingdom and France 


brought a frequent Neceſſity upon them for a Land-War, 
which ceas'd in the Union of our two Crowns. Under 


that Neceſſity our Fathers fought for themſelves; and 
not to croſs the Courſe of human Underſtanding, and 
the Politics by which the Reſt of the World has been al- 
ways conducted, by fighting the Battles of others at 


their own Expence of Blood and Money. 
THE Spider ſpins out its own Bowels, but it is for its 


own Uſe, as the labouring Man ſpins out his Time and 
Strength for the Bread he cannot ſubſiſt without; and 
that poor \little Annimal might have afforded as 
uſeful an Inſtruction to the Councils that ſat to deliberate 
upon our late Wars, as might be given to the ſlothful 
Man by the Pi/mire, to which Solomon ſent him for it. 


Tho” our Troops were victorious in the War of Queen 


Anne, each Victory was our Leader into future Cam- 
paigns, when the Debt created by the War of King Wil- 
liam ſhould have made it our Prudence, to leave the Quar- 
rels upon the Continent to their Deciſion who were inte- 
reſted in them; for the Millions it would have ſaved would 
have turned to better Account, than a frivolous Oſten- 
tation upon the Bravery of our Troops. 

Id that War, I obſerved a Singularity in the Lamen- 


tations of an old Gentleman for the univerſal Joy each 
Victory produced, which he accounted for in this Man- 


ner; Me are fighting, ſaid he, againſt ourſelves, and 
deſtroying more in Bell-ropes than we ſhall get by the Suc- 


cefs of our Arms. The Money we are exhauſting will re- 
turn 


1 


turn to us no more, and the Debt it will accumulate will 
ſwell till we ſhall not be able to pay the Intereſt of it ; and 
the Foy of the People is as if they were intoxicated with 
the Fuice of that Herb which was — to make Men dis 
pughing. 

I heard him ſay, Each Victory was a Defeat to the 
Trade and Treaſure of our Kingdom ; that our Thankſ- 
g;vings were for our greateſ! Misfortunes, and made the 

Almi. g a Party in our Miſtates: That the ſinking our 
Money in other Nations muſt zmpoveriſh our own; and that 
our Taxes upon Labour were running into a Perpetuity 
that would ſhut us out of all the foreign Markets. * But 

in this he had Caſſandra's Fate, who always foretold 

the Truth, but never was believed; becauſe it was not 
proportioned to the Humour of the Country ſhe liv'd 

1 | 
After our Waſte of many Millions in favour of the 
Duke of Auſtria's Pretenſions to the Crown of Spain, 

and the Conqueſt of the Netherlands, the Shops of the 
Country which was conquered at our Expence, and 
which, till then, had been full of the MWoolen Goods ma- 
nufactured in England, filled with thoſe of France; the 
vaſt Trade we enjoyed to thoſe Provinces fell into her 
Hands, and the Profits ſhe made 1n it are uſed againſt 
us, and have reduced them to her own Obedience ; and 


our Expence of Blood, and Treaſure, turns to the In- 


creaſe of that Power we uſed it againſt, 

By the Emperor, for whom ſo much had been done 
by us, an Eaft-India Company was erected in Qſtend, 
and its Diſſolution, which we thought to have obtained, 


was no more than a Removal from thence to Sweden ; 
1 and 


SY 


and the Comperce of our Company is abated by it in the n 
greater Part of the Value that Trades for, and the Fo 
Improvements it may make in the Trade will be a Loſs Þ _ 
to our's in Proportion to them. D 
By this Species in our Providence for own Deſtruction, of 
we made Barriers for the Dutch, and anſwered to every 
Whiſtle, like the Bay in the Hunt, when he is called 1 
to whip in the Dogs; and our Loans, and Subſidies, 5 
have proceeded, as if our Treaſury had been a Truſt ee 
repoſed in us by the Houſe of Auſtria, to anſwer all the 1 
Draughts that could be made upon it by that Houſe and _ 


its Heirs; or, that England was no more than a Pro- ee 
vince of its Dominions, that muſt obey all its Calls for 4 
Men and Money. 5 
By a Conduct, till then unknown to Mankind, we 
paid our Allies for fighting their own Battles; and, who- | 
ever was Principal in the Var, we were Principal in ſw 
its Expence, as if we had been tied to them, as a Thief _ 
is to his Gang for Fear of being deſtroyed for Defer- 11 
tion. Op 
For our Deliverance from the Commodity with pul 
which Men purchaſe the Conveniencies of Life, we were 3 


as obedient as the Mercenaries of Switzerland that part ; 
with their Blood for their Bread; and ſuch Advantages | 
were taken of our Obedience, that fome of the Princes 
of the Empire would not ſuffer their Troops to take the 
Field, in their own Defence, till we had agreed to pay 
them for it. | 

Tro' the Ruſſian Empreſs, by her Situation upon 
the Continent, may be indirectly affected by the ar 


incumbent, ſhe would not ſuffer one of her Troops to 
| march 
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march in Favour of the Hungarian Queen, till we had 


agreed to pay for the Expedition, tho* the Friendſhip 
of that Queen may be of great Uſe to her, in future 
Diſputes between her and the Grand _—_— or other 
of her neighbouring Powers. 

Id the London Evening-Poſt of November 3, 1748, 
it is ſaid, in its Extract of a Letter from the Hague, 
that the “ Auxiliary Rufſians inſiſt ſtrenuouſly upon 
ce being paid what is ſtipulated, and the Coffers of the 
<« Republic are empty; but happy for thoſe Northern 
« Swiſſers that England has anſwer'd for the United 
« Provinces ;. and if it ſhould happen that theſe laſt 


& ſhould be deficient in Payment of there Subſidy, then 


& the former is bound to pay it for them.“ 
ENGLAND might have foreſeen, before it an- 
ſwer'd for the United Provinces, that there would be 


no Money in their Coffers at the Time of Payment, but 


if it was her Choice to augment her own Debt for the 
Opportunity of making this Compliment to that Re- 
public, it will be a Proof of their being no Boundary to 
the Generoſity of a Country Eſq but what is to come 
from the Ruin of his Eſtate. 

TrarT Balance upon the Continent which furniſh'd 


the fatal Pretext for our Engagement in a Land. Mar, 


could not affect us who were not of it, and had then 
a greater Trade than was enjoy*d by any Nation in the 
Univerſe, and a Superiority of Shipping to protect it, 
and defend us from all Manner of Inſults, thereforc, 
as far as it might affect the Princes of the Empire, 1t 
was their Buſineſs only whoſe Intereſts lay within 
its Circle, for our mixing with their Debates upon In- 

tereſts 
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tereſts we have no Concern in, cannot finiſh but i in 
our Loſs of Trade, Riches, and Honour. 

T Ho? we are ſo excluded from the Intereſts of the 
Empire, and the Diſputes that may ariſe between its 
Princes and other Powers, they have coſt us more in 
Money and the Loſs of Trade, than many of the Do- 
minions of the Empire would be worth, if they were 
united in one; and the Naval War it has forc'd upon 
us, may give France the Advantage in Shipping, which 
Sweden gave Muſcouy in maintaining too ng a Mar 
againſt her. For 

E. N the Daily Advertiſer of the 21ſt of December, 
1747, it is ſaid, That (upon Conditions therein men- 
tion'd) „the Merchants of St. Malos, Nants, and 
« Dunkirk, offer their King to furniſh him at their own 
« Expence, with Fifty arm'd Veſlels, each of which 
ſhall carry from Fifty to Sixty Guns.” And, 

In the General Evening-Poſt of Saturday the 19th 
of March, 1748, it is ſaid, That a Company is 
forming in Paris, which propoſes offers of building 
Eight new Men of War annually, during twelve 


_« Years ſucceſſively for the King's Uſe, two of which 


are to be Seventy, two of Sixty, and four of Fifty 
« Guns each. The Company undertakes to buy the 
« T:mber neceſſary for that Service, on Condition the 
« King will cauſe it to be tranſported, and provide the 
« Cannon; and ſeveral Veſſels are arriv'd at Bre/t with 
« Timber, to build Men of War in that Port alſo.” 

T Is is an offer of ninety- ſix Sail in twelve Years, 


? and the Fifty offer'd by the three Towns above-men- 


tion'd will make one hundred and forty-ſix Sail; if 
: theſe 
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theſe Offers are accepted, and confider'd with the Naval 
Power that Prince is already poſſeſs'd of, and with what 


Ships he may be capable of buying and building, it 
may raiſe ſtrong Apprehenſions of his being very near 
to that Dominion upon the Seas, which we have 
enjoy*d ever ſince the Defeat of the great Armado 
from Spain ; And, | 

Ir, by his late Succeſſes, he ſhould reduce the States 
General to a Neceſſity for confederating with him, or 


ſhould caft an Aw upon them that may prevent their 


confederating againſt him, he, as our Britiſb Kings have 
done, may bear the Imagry of that Neptune to whom 
the Ethnic Divinity aſcrib'd the Government of the 
Seas. . 
THE Profits France makes in the Trade we 
forc'd upon her, in Conſequence of our Engagements 
in a Land Mar againſt her, makes her ſo much too 
powerful for the Princes in whoſe Favour we engag'd, 
that it would have been a real Advantage to them, and 
a Loſs to her, if we had taken no Part in it. For 
IN our reducing France to the Neceſſity of making 
Cloth for herſelf, we were of greater Uſe to her, than 
our confederating with her againſt her Enemies, could 


have been, by its giving her a Power that is running 
into a Perpetuity which improves as it proceeds; and, 
as the Power it has given her in the Commerce may im- 


prove, that which remains to us muſt decline, the ſame 
Branches in Trade making that Source of Profit to both 

Nations, from whence their Power is deriv'd. 
Oux Superiority at Sea gannot be continued with- 
out a Return of the Trade by which it was acquir'd, 
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for without the Commerce which created our Fleeis, 
their Power cannot. be maintain'd, and that return of 
Trade to us will not be while France has Sheep, with 
the Art of working their Wool (and in a cheaper Way 
than we can) and Shipping, by which it may be carried 

to the Markets, manufactur d. 
By the Advantage we have given her in the Com- 
merce, ſhe makes a greater Figure than in any Time 


fince the Foundation of her Empire, for that run of 


Victory our Arms had in Flanders in the War of Queen 


Anne, her preſent King enjoy'd, but with this difference, 


that we fought ſeveral Battels, and were ſeveral Years 
in the doing that which he did i in one Battle, and in 
one Vear's Time. 


THE interdicting our Trade with France, and the 


other Incidents the Var of King William produc'd, 
make her more formidable upon the Continent than ſhe 
could have been if we had taken no Part in the War 
againſt her; nor could ſhe have had the Power ſhe is 
poſſeſs'd of at Sea, if we had refrain'd from thoſe in- 
advertent Engagements by Land, or had us'd the Dutch 
Policy in- maintaining an advantageous Trade with the 


Nation we arm'd againſt. 


THE Trade of France before the fatal War of 
King William, was but trifling to what it is now, 
and the Employment it gave to "their People and Ship- 
ping, was as nothing to that which is given them 


by the manufacturing of Mool, and other Things for 


the foreign Markets they are poſſeſs'd of. This great 
Change gave the mighty Power her King has fo lately 
exerted,i n Degrees much greater than had appear'd in 


her before. And, 
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By the Offers her Merchants have made, it appears 
they are pleas'd with that Weight in Silver, and 
Gold, which their Commerce has loaded them with, and 
will augment it by all the Ways in their Power ; and 


that, tho* France has receiv'd very great Loſſes in the 


Captures we have made in this War, ſuch is now her 
Taſte to the Sweets of Trade, that ſhe ſeems reſolv'd 
to promote and protect it with the utmoſt of her 
Force; and her Lofles ſeem to be a Diſcovery of her 
Defect in her Naval Power, that has brought her to a 
Reſolution which may give her the Superiority at 
Sea, and, in that Caſe, we ſhall ſuffer more by her 
Loſſes than ſhe will do; and when it ſhall be obſerv'd, 

that her growing Trade will give her a growing Phet, 
when with the Decline of our Trade the Force of our 
Fleet muſt decline, it will appear that France may have 


that Advantage, even in her Naval Mar, which Sweden 


gave Muſcovy in ning too laſting a War againſt 


her. And, 
- Ir is not improbable, that the Peace this War muſt 
finiſh in, is calculated for no longer 1 ime than while 


this may be effected, and the quiet Enjoyment it may 


give to France in the Trade ſhe is pofſeis'd of, for the 


facilitating this View, and the ſpeedier e 


of all that ſhe may have in it. 


THE Var that was calculated for a creating a 


Debt upon our Nation, was inglorious in its ſubduing 


us at our own Expence ; nor was it leſs ignominious 


that our Senate of that Time, which was eſteem'd the 


collective Wiſdom of our Kingdom, ſhould ſuffer its 


Credulity to be play'd upon by the Artifice which im- 
| CY 1 
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pos'd a Belief upon it, that our Taxes ſhould be to. 
tally reduced at the finiſhing of the War they were laid 
to maintain. Alſo, 

THaT the Interdi& upon our Trade with France 
could not be hurtful to us, from a falacious Pretence, 
the French could not raiſe Wool in Quantity, and 
Quality, for the making ſuch Goods as we ſerv'd them 
with; and that their Neceſſities would oblige them to 
trade with us again at the finiſhing of the War in- 
cumbent. 

By the Fulneſs of their Faith the Bait had it's Effect, 

by a Trick that was to Ruin our Nation in Compli- 
ment to the Ambition of one Man, which prov'd the 
Senatorian Wiſdom of that Time, to be the ſame that 
influenc'd the Sages of Gotham, in the Gravity of their 
Deliberations upon Ways, and Means, for the hedg- 
ing in of Cocſcoos, and the drowning of Eels, For 

FRANCE knew how to multiply her Flocks for 
Quantity in Wool, and how to mend its Quality by 
carding ſome of the longer Wool of the Northern Nations 
with their own, to hold it to a Thread in the Spinning, 
and ſo ſmall a Quantity does it, that they afford the 
Price, and Carriage of the Wool of foreign Growth, 
and under-ſell us by the Advantage they have in the 
Price of their Labour. And, 

TRE French have Wool in Quantity and Quality, 
and the Wiſdom by which King William's Army was 
diſbanded in Flanders, furmſh'd them with Arti ficers, 
that nothing might be wanting to their Inftruction i- in 
the working it. And 
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TE V are fo far from the ſuppoſed Neceſſity of 
trading with us again, that they not only furniſh them- 
ſelves, but trade againſt us in the ſame Commodities 
our former Senates were made to believe they would be 
in that Neceſſity for, and have beaten us out of the 
beſt of our Markets, by ſelling them cheaper _ we 
can. And, 

Ou Taxes they were made to believe would not 
be continued beyond the War of King William, re- 
main'd, after that, through a laſting Peace with all the 
World, are ſtill ſubſiſting, and augmenting, and will 
be, as long as there ſhall be —_— to pay them, 
For 


TAXES are now levied to pay the Intereſt of 


Monies rais'd by Taxes, by which one Tax begets ano- 
ther, and they breed, increaſe, and multiply according 
to their Kind, as other Things do, or as an accumu- 
lated Intereſt upon Money, reſolves into Principal, and, 
as ſuch, calls for the Payment of an Intereſt. Thus, 
Ir appears, that the borrow'd Money we pay an 


Intereſt for, was borrow'd of ourſelves, ſo that the 


Lendors are paying an Intereſt for the Money they 
lent, and it is with our own that we are paying our- 
ſelves an Intereſt for our own, by a ſagacious Circle 
the War of King William made for the People of * 
land to dance in. 

Tus, our Senaters, who were eſteem'd Oraculous, 
were bubled into a Labyrinth of Miſeries that ſtreng- 
then as they go, and admit of no Remedy but that 
which is applied to the Gout, when the Doctor tells the 
Patient, he muff grin and endure it; and the Memories 
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of the Allbelieving People of our aſſociated Countics 
are ſtained by the Reproaches of their Sons, who have 
no other Relief under the Bonds their infatuated Fathers 
laid upon them. | 

Ov Trade falls away like Leaves from their Trees 
in the Approach of Vinter; or, as if it were to follow, 
Branch after Branch, as one Leaf follows another, till 
the Tree is ſtript of all its Clothing; and their Flight is 
to France, where they are uſed with the Indulgence they 
deferve, and contribute to the making her the Centre 


of all the Riches the Commerce can produce. 


THz ſhutting up our Glaſs-houſes, by a Tax upon 
Glaſs, to ſupport our Generoſity in the yearly Pen/tons 
we grant to our Allies, breaks our Capacity of ſerving 
other Nations with that Commodity, and will oblige us 
to export our Money for the Glaſs of our own con- 
fuming : But its ſending our Workmen Abroad with 
that Part of their Art in which they excel, is ſtill more 


| pernicious ; for, where they fix, that will be planted, 


take Root, and, growing up againſt us, will make ano- 
ther Nation the Seat of a beneficial Branch of our Trade; 

SEEING our Trade in the Decay of the drooping 
Flower that falls by Degrees, till the Garden has loſt her 
Glory, and our Money in Flight to our foreign Penſion- 


ers, as if it was driven by an Act of Baniſhment from 
the Country that acquired it by its Induſtry, if we had 


the Ethnic Faith in the Divinity of the Poets, we might 
believe the third Deſtiny was preparing the fatal Knife, 
to cut the Thread of our Happineſs, that the ſmalleſt 
Portion of it may not c:ift to the finithing of this Gene- 
ration. | 


Oos 
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Ovx preſent Diftreſs cries aloud for a Peace; but it 


may force a Peace upon us like that Heat in the Frying- 


pan which made the Fiſb leap into the Fire for Relief: 
For our Ruin ſeems almoſt inevitable, whether it may 
be a Peace or a War that ſhall be our Fate; but, as a 
War may hurry it on with the greater Speed, it may be 
our Prudence to chuſe a Peace, for, tho* all are to die, 
every one deſires to live another Day, tho' it ſhould be 
in Miſery; and, in allowing a coarſe, but a ſignificant 
Proverb in the Caſe, it may be ſaid, That this is the 
Market to which we have brought our Hogs. 

We now feel, that the Houſe of Auſtria, and the 


Dutch, were our Leaders into our preſent Diſtreſs of 


Trade, Money, and Credit, and that our Care for their 
Intereſts brought a Neglect upon our own, as if it no 
way belonged to us; but we may fay, as in the Caſe 
of a Sinner, that nothing could have hurt us but by our 
own Conſent, and that we were greater Enemies to our 
own Happineſs than the Power could have been that 
fought againſt us, and is now awful to us, and to the Reſt 
of Europe by the Power we have added to it. 
ALLOWING the Candour, Simplicity, and Ruſticity, 
in which an ancient Roman would have ſpoken, without 
any Diſreſpect to the Houſe of Auſtria, it may Ve ſaids 
That the Houſe of Farmer Doelittle is of greater Advan- 
tage to us, that, having no Son, or Servant, but what 
is in diurnal Labour to promote our common Intereſt ; 


but, ever ſince the Beginning of King William's War, the. 


Auſtrian Houſe has ſhared in our Labour, has been a 
Drain upon our Treaſure, and impoſed an annual Care 


upon 
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upon our Nation for the augmenting a Debt that has 
made it Inſolvent. 

WHETHER our Commerce ſhould be oppreſſed, and 
a large Share of its Produce ſacrificed to the Intereſt of 
the Auſtrian Houſe, which is no more to us than weare 
to our Antipodes, is a Queſtion which, in the Senſe of 
every Engliſhman, ſhould be anſwered in the Negative, 
it being ſo in its own Nature; but thoſe who were under 


the Awe of Miniſters that had Places, Penſions, and 


Money to diſpoſe of, turned the Negative into an = - 


mative, and our Nation was undone by it. 


THE annual Augmentation of our Debt augments our- 


Taxes, by which its Intereſt muſt be paid : Eaſe to our 
Country cannot be while the Debt is unpaid ; our Lands 
will not be ſubmitted to the Payment of it, and our Com- 
merce cannot, one of its richeſt Branches being in the 
Hands of France, the Reſt under Oppreſſion; and the 
Duty upon Salt, in a Manner, alienates the beſt that re- 
mains, as a withered Branch that ſhould be taken from 
the Body it belongs to by Amputation. | 


| Tr1s Cloud hangs over us like a Sea that threatens 


an Inundation of Evils, which muſt call our Thoughts 
to all that remains to us improveable, if we are not with- 
in the Caſe ofa poor Lad that would go twenty Miles to 
ſee a Funeral, in the Hope, that, when all the People 
were dead, the whole World would fall to him and his 


Mather. But, 


I nor the Proſperity of our Commerce, which was 
once flouriſhing and gay as a Tulip in the Spring, is not 
to fall away totally before we may think it the Seaſon for 


be 


the Improvement it is ſtill capable of ; for, if that ſhould 


be delayed till our Trade ſhall loſe the Capacity of pro- 
ducing an Increaſe of Silver, to equal our Increaſe of 
People, a Poverty will ſteal upon them in a gradual 
Way, that may be too powerful for the Law by which 
Property ſhould be protected; a Piece of Silver would 
become as precious as an equal Weight in Oriental Dia- 
monds, and make every one wiſh his Mother had been his 
Grave, or her Wamb a perpetual Conception. 

Tro” the Balance of Power upon the Continent con- 


cerns the Princes between whom it is divided, it con- 


cerns us no more than it does to know which is the 
Great Mogul's moſt favourite Elephant : But the Balance 
upon the Waters forbids our Care of the other Balances, 
that we may ſecure it for a Freedom that may carry our 
Trade to all Nations without Interruption. But, 

In acting the Part of the Buſj-Body among the Princes 
upon the Continent, and the Country Eq in paying for 
all the Company, our Trad: is fo reduced, that a total 
Reduction of our Taxes would not reſtore it to what it 
was before our entering into the War of King William, 
to which. the Decay of our Trade, and the Taxes that 
caſt the Stings of Poverty upon us, are naturally conſe- 


quential. 


KING Charles the Second was a Prince whoſe Heart 
was unmixedly E zgliſh, and could not be otherwiſe, 
England being the Place of his Nativity ; the Centre of 
all his Hopes, and the only Spot upon the Glob that 
afforded him a legal Claim to the Conveniencies of Life, 
and where his ſole Intereſt lay, it was natural for his 
Heart to be: And, 


As the Intereſts of the King and People were then 
D mutual, 
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mutual, they were ſo dependent on each other, that the 
two could be but one, and the King differed not from 
the People, but in the Office that placed him at their 


Head for the Sake of Order ; and, having no Intereſt 
but what he had in them, their Intereſt was unmixedly 


his Cate, and he rejected all the Solicitations that were 


made for his confederating in a Land-war, that the Free- 
dom of our Trade might be maintained by a Peace with 
all Nations; the growing Power of our Navy, and the 
greateſt Good of his People, having their Dependence 

upon it, and this brought our Nation to that Height of 
Glory, in the Riches and the Power, which they recei- 
ved from the Commerce : Yet, 

Many in Diſſaffection to the Royal Family threw 
Dirt at the Wiſdom of that Prince in his parting with 
Dunkirk, tho* the keeping it might be impracticable, 
and muſt engage him in a Land-war that would break 
his Views to the making his Country the Centre of 
Riches, from the Commerce her Peace with all Nations 
would maintain : For, 

As, on the Land- ſide, that Town would have been 
expoſed to a Force ſuperior to any we could form againſt 
it, the parting with it was neceſſary to the future Happi- 
neſs of his People; and, as he was made a King for his 
People, and not for himſelf, that Venom which was 
creeping from the Tongues of his Enemies towards the 
Hearts of his Friends, produced no Change in the Mea- 
ſures he was taking : For he was as ſteady to the Intereſt 
of his Enemies as to that of his Friends, they being all 
of that one Family which the Order of Providenee had 
committed to his Care. Yet, 


A 
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A ParTyY Inveteracy was ſuch a Covering to the 


- Wiſdom of that Prince, in the ſurrender of that Town, 


that Juſtice could not be done to his Memory till the fa 
tal Conſequences of a Land-war proved how pernicioug 


it is to the People of England. 


THaar Prince foreſaw, that our Happineſs.could not 
ſubſiſt but in thoſe Fruits of Peace which appeared in 
Commodities from the Levant, the Netherlands, and other 
Countries, in Exchange for thoſe of our own Manu- 
facture, which attracted the Money of other Nations, 
and prevented the Export of our own. And, 


In the Gold of Spain, Portugal, and the Money in 


all its Species of the Kingdom of France, which was 
then running with our Money, as if it had been of our 
own coining : He ſaw the Advantages of our Balance in 
Traue with thoſe Nations, and preferred it to an idle O- 
ſentation upon the Brayery of our Troops, that had no 
juſt-or prudent Call to Battles, by which their Bravery 
might have ſhewn itſelf, in the Loſs of their Blood, our 
Treaſure and our Trade, for nothing but an empty 
Sound, that would never clothe a naked Body, or — 
an empty Stomach. | 
PETE R the Great, of Muſcovy, conceiving the 
Riches and Strength of his Empire muſt ſpring from a 
Commerce, as from the Root of all that could be good 
to his People; he took 4/oph from the Grand Seiginor; 
that he might carry a Trade to the Black-Sea, and came 
in Perfon to the moſt trading Nations in Europe for In- 
formations, by which he might lay the Foundation of a 
Trade with them. | 
Tux he acquired fome Ports in the Baltic- Sea for 
D 2 the 
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the opening a Commerce with all Nations; and, for rai. 
ſing a Fleet, he made himſelf a Builder, and, in the 
Docks of Holland, laboured with thoſe that laboured 8 
by Neceſſity for their Bread: And, in the Trading Arts, x 
as well as in the liberal Sciences, he gave due Encou- t 
ragement to the Foreigners that would fix in his Domi- 
nions, for the Inſtruction of his own People. -Þ 
IT was this, and not his military Conduct, that, to al 
| his Honour, raiſed the Stile of Peter the Great; and, tl 
if our Fathers had thought, as they ought to have done, b 
of the Advantages our Nation received from the Sur- OL 


render of Dunkirk, and of the Commerce the pacific Reign 

of King Charles the Second promoted, we ſhould have tu 
in the Hiſtory of our Britiſh Kings, a Charles the Great, an 
for the very Reaſon that placed a Peter the Great among it 
the Princes of the Ruſſian Empire But that Spirit do 
which was raiſed againſt his Father did not allow of the no 
Gratitude that was due to him ; for we were unſenſible 
of the Worth of that Trade he promoted, till we felt Ric 


the Smart of being without it. Mc 

As all the Degrees of Men are ſubſiſted by the Com- not 
merce, and that Life receives from it its whole Enjoy- I} duc 
ments, the great Monarch of the Ruſſian Empire eſteem- I 
ed it an Honour to him that fills the Throne of a trading whe 
Nation to underſtand it, as it is underſtood by one that nex 


uſes it for the making a Fortune, it being an Eſſential fall 
to the Government of a trading People, and the forming may 
ſuch Laws as their Trade ſhould be 1 relieved, 


and prompfed by. T 
THe Care of the Commerce cannot be beneath him in th 
who is not above the Delicacies it affords ; and, as it is Pſtat 


not 
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not beneath him who is not above the Guardianſhip of 


our Intereſts in it, nothing can form a Character of 
greater Honour to a Prince, than a Knowledge in the 
Thing which is the Source of Strength, and Treaſure, 
to his People. 

TAE Throne of a Trading People depends upon 


their Commerce for the Solemnity that makes it Awful, 


and the Prince that fills it can no more ſubſiſt without 
the Commerce, than he can reſpire without the Air he 
has the Benefit of, and his own Intereſt makes its 
Succeſs take Place of all other Conſiderations. 

THE Gentlemen that were entruſted with the For- 
tunes of the People, were ſo unkind to themſelves, 
and thoſe that repos'd the Truft in them, as to eſteem 
it beneath them to make the Commerce of our King- 
dom a part of their Study, tho? it is delightful, and en- 
nobled by the Benefits it affords to all Men. But 

IF it is not beneath our Gentry to regale with the 
Riches our Commerce produces, nor to partake of the 
Money, in Marriages, that is made by it, they ſhould 
not be above that Turn of Mind by which the Pro- 
ducer may be preſerv'd, reliev'd, or improv 'd. 

IT cannot be underſtood by them, as it is by thoſe 
who have an Education in it, to which Practice is an- 
nex'd, but as their Intereſt in their Lands will riſe and 
fall by the Succeſs, or Decline of the Commerce, it 
may incline them to advance in the Knowledge of it, 


Jas far as Books and Converſation may aſſiſt them in it. 


THE odds between them and the Merchant is only 
in this, that the Endeavours of the one are to get an 


Eſtate by the Cue, as the other's ought to be for 
the 
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the Improvement of Eſtates already gotten by it; 
and, if it is thought neceſſary a Man of an Eſtate 


ſhould know as much of the Law as may inſtruct him 
in its Defence, it is not leſs ſo, that he ſhould know as 


much of the Commerce as may be neceſſary to its Im- 


provement. 


As our Trade is our preſent Food; our future Hope { 


our Strength; our Treaſure 3 and the Source of our 
Recreations, no Subject can come within a Man's 


Choice that would be more worthy of the Time he 
may beſtow upon it, for Nature has fo provided, that 


what remains to us may be improv'd, and perpetuated, 
if we turn our Thoughts to the promoting it. 

IN the Circle of my Acquaintance, I have found 
a great Variety in the Manners, Opinions, and Prin- 


ciptes of Men, but know of none that receiv'd of the 


Spirit which govern'd Socrates in his Affection for his 
own Species, in the Fulneſs that appear'd in our dear 
Friend of the County of Devon, who ſeem'd poſſeſs'd 
of all the Requilites to the Compoſition of a true Patriot. 
As if his Body had receiv'd the Soul of that great 
Ornament of the Athenian Republic, he was a generous, 
and a general Lover of Mankind, but with this Differ- 
ence, that he eſteem” d thoſe in Local Nativity with 
himſelf, as Brethern in whole Blood, and thoſe of diſ- 
tant Nations, as Bretherh remov'd by that Mixture, 
which proceeds from a ſecond Contract with another 
Family in private Life, or by the different Forms of 

Government, under which they live. 
Ir is with Pleaſure that I remember a generous 
Concern 1 in him, for Sufferings the Fulneſs of his For- 
| tune 
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his ee augmented, by his having no Iſs to 
come within his Care for the Futurity he apprehended 
would be productive of Matter for every one to lament. 

In apparent Anguiſh of Mind, he frequently pour'd 
his Thoughts upon the preſaging Corruption, which 
prevail'd in our Elections for Members to ſit in Parlia- 
ment, and upon the Elected in our Aſſemblies for 
Buſineſs, tho* their Fortunes ſhould have rais'd them 
above that Infection one would not ſuſpect in any but 
the moſt Neceſſitous, and the moſt Abject in their uſual 
Way of thinking. 

OUuR Pani of that Time were the * a8 
if their Members had been only nam'd by the Court for 
a Majority that might tally with its own Views; and, 
in their Hearings upon undue Elections and Returns, the 
Plaintiff's, or Defendant's Obedience to the Humour 
of the Court, and the Diction of the Miniſter, was that 
which determin'd their Fate. | 

TH E Spirit which govern'd our Parliaments of that 
Time, made them all ſeem but as one that was to be 
continu'd to haſten the Time in which it ſhould vote it- 
ſelf uſeleſs; and the electing them was not to make 
the Country a Party in the Elections, but to maintain 
the Form till the Time might ſerve for the laying them 
aſide, and calm the Populace, that the laſt Buyer of 
our Elections might have his Bargains in Peace, 

TE Infamy ſwells beyond Thought, and tended tg 

a general Diſſolution of Moral Rectitupe, and endleſs 
Servitude to the Tyranny of thoſe to whoſe Wills it 
would proftitute the Liberties of the People, under 
which 


E 
the Improvement of Eftates already gotten by it; 
and, if it is thought neceſſary a Man of an Eſtate 


ſhould know as much of the Law as may inſtru him 
in its Defence, it is not leſs ſo, that he ſhould know as 


much of the Commerce as may be neceſſary to its Im- 


provement. | 

As our Trade is our preſent Food; our future Hope; 
our Strength; our Treaſure 3 and the Source of our 
Recreations, no Subject can come within a Man's 


Choice that would be more worthy of the Time he 
may beſtow upon it, for Nature has fo provided, that 
what remains to us may be improv'd, and perpetuated, 


if we turn our Thoughts to the promoting it. 
In the Circle of my Acquaintance, I have found 
a great Variety in the Manners, Opinions, and Prin- 


ciptes of Men, but know of none that receiv'd of the 


Spirit which govern'd Socrates in his Affection for his 
own Species, in the Fulneſs that appear'd in our dear 
Friend of the County of Devon, who ſeem'd poſſeſs'd 
of all the Requiſites to the Compoſition of a true Patriot. 
As if his Body had receiv'd the Soul of that great 
Ornament of the Athenian Republic, he was a generous, 
and a general Lover of Mankind, but with this Differ- 
ence, that he eſteem'd thoſe in Local Nativity with 
himſelf, as Brethern in whole Blood, and thoſe of diſ- 
tant Nations, as Brethern remov'd by that Mixture, 
which proceeds from a ſecond Contract with another 
Family in private Life, or by the different Forms of 

Government, under which they live. 
I'T is with Pleaſure that I remember a generom 
Concern 1 in him, for Sufferings che F ulneſs of his For- 
tune 
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tune would not allow of his being a Sharer in; and 


his Generoſity augmented, by his having no Iſſue to 
come within his Care for the Futurity he apprehended 
would be productive of Matter for every one to lament. 

Ix apparent Anguiſh of Mind, he frequently pour'd 
his Thoughts upon the preſaging Corruption, which 
prevail'd in our Elections for Members to fit in Parlia- 
ment, and upon the Elected in our Aſſemblies for 
Buſineſs, tho their Fortunes ſhould have rais'd them 
above that Infection one would not ſuſpe& in any but 
the moſt Neceſſitous, and the moſt AI in their uſual 
Way of thinking. 

OUR 8 of that Time were the ſame as 
if their Members had been only nam'd by the Court for 
a Majority that might tally with its own Views ;. ang, 
in their Hearings upon undue Elections and Returns, the 
Plaintiff's, or Defendant's Obedience to the Humour 
of the Court, and the Diction of the Miniſter, was that 
which determin'd their Fate. 

TEE Spirit which govern'd our Parliaments of that 
Time, made them all ſeem but as one that was to be 


continu'd to haſten the Time in which it ſhould vote it- 


ſelf uſeleſs ; and the electing them was not to make 
the Country a Party in the EleCtions, but to maintain 
the Form till the Time might ſerve for the laying them 
aſide, and calm the Populace, that the laſt Buyer of 
our Elections might have his Bargains in Peace, 
TE Infamy ſwells beyond Thought,, and tended to 


a general Diſſolution of Moral Rectitupe, and endleſs 


Servitude to the Tyranny of thoſe to whoſe Wills it 


would IO the Liberties of the People, under 


which 
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which the Conſervation of a painful Life, would aug- | 


ment its Miſery, as each Day ſhould produce freſh 
Matter for it to work upon. But, 

By a Ballot in our Elections, the People may 
maintain their own Liberties againſt all Oppoſition, and, 


if they uſe not the Power they are poſſeſs'd of for the 


Preſervation of Liberties that are not leſs dear to them 
than their Lives, under the greateſt Severities in Ser- 


vitude, they would be unworthy of any one's Pity, for 


the Ballot in the Choice of Members, and the giving 
their Votes in their Aſſemblies for Buſineſs, would give 


a Freedom to both, that would be a full Security to that 


of all the People. 

I THINK it may be demonſtrated, that it will be 
no Incumbrance upon the Elections in Corporations 
where the Votes are very Numerous ; and in Parlia- 
ment it would anticipate Debate, a Part of which has 
been deluſive, and pernicious, when a Majority was 
gain'd by the Deluſion, which rarely fail'd when Money, 
or the Hope of Money, Place, or e was tack'd 
to the Deluſion. But, | 

A Ballot in both Houſes would procure a Freedom 
in them that might anſwer the End of a Univerſal 
Ballot, and in the Uſe of it, Gold would loſe its Force, 
and Conſciences eſcape the Stings which are produc'd 
in thoſe that ſet their Hearts in that potent Metal. 

IN the open Vote, the Voter feels that Gold emaſ- 
culates the Man, ſinks his Courage, and creates 2 
Conteſt between his Conſcience, and his Avarice, that 
terrifies more than the Rod of a Schoolmaſter ; but, 
in the Uſe of the Ballot, Money would not be given 
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for a Vote in the Country, nor Place, Penſion, or 
Money for one in the Houſe, becauſe the Voter himſelf 
would be uncapable of giving a latiofactory Security for 
his Vote. 

PROMISES and Menaces would not be us'd to 
ſet a Man at Varience with himſelf, for his Conſcience 
being then unreſtrain'd, his Vote would proceed from 
the Uprightneſs of his Heart in the Service of his 
Country, and no Man would aſk a Vote but in the 
general Way of offering himſelf a Candidate for an 
enſuing Election. 

Ir would remove all Miſunderſtandings between the 


Court and the Country; ſtifle all Quarrels between 


Parties in Towyns- corporate, and Counties; and in the 
Union it would produce, one unmixed Intereſt would 
de the Point to which every Man would direct his 
Wiſhes, his Words, and his Actions. 

Ir would repair all the Breaches of our Conſtitu- 
tion; ſecure to the Crown as much in Honour, and 
Revenue, as would maintain its Splendour, and its 
executive Power, or as any Prince can deſerve for his 


| Service to a grateful People; and would extinguiſh the 


Jealouſies the People have entertainꝰd of its Prerogative, 
to its continual Diſturbance, and not leſs to their own 


Diſadvantage. 
Ir would be that Catholicon to every Diſtemper of 
the State, as would reſolve all Parties into one; make 


all Men unite for a mutual Aſſiſtance to a common 


Benefit, and calm the Mind that a ſocial Affection might 
enſue, and every virulent Diſtinction expire, that no 
one might be an Offence to another, or be offended to 
the Diſturbance of that Peace within himſelf, of which 


E Taar 


— ——ͤ:; ara ooo rae 
—— — — ——ů— — 0 
: \ 


[ 34 ] 


THAT univerſal Harmony would ſucceed which 


has been reſtrain'd by the uſual Way of Electing; for 
that tells one how another diſpoſes of his Vote; and he 
that offends his Neighbour in it, anſwers for it in the 


Loſs of his own Peace, and in an Enmity that is hurt- 
ful to him in the Way he is to ſeek his Bread. But, 


Id the Uſe of the Ballot, every Man would have 


an undiſturbed Enjoyment in the Royalty of his own 

Houſe, and a Ning of England would bear the Majeſty 
of a King of Kings; the Crown would receive a greater 
Luſtre than is given by the Fewels its Decorations con- 
fiſt of; and, in the Freedom of Parliaments, the People 


would be placed beyond the Fear of lofing theirs : nor 


would they have Penſions to raiſe for Men that neither 
want, or deſerve them. 

As it cannot be known how a Vote is given by : a 
Ballot (it being a Caſe in which the Voters own Word 
could not be taken) Money would not be offer'd for it 
in that Uncertainty 3 Bribery would be no more; and, 
as Party Quarrels muſt fall by the want of Matter to 
feed upon, their Extinction would be the Beginning of 
a general Peace among the People, and the fulleſt Se- 
curity that can be given to the State, the Safety and 
Peace of the one being 1 in that, upon which the other 


depends. 


I T would deſtroy the Foundation of our Fears, 


which cannot be remov'd by the impotent Acts of for- 
mer Parliaments, which were made for nothing but 
the extenuating an Odium their Authors incur'd by a 
Corruption themſelves had promoted in their Elections, 


for in thoſe that immediately enſu'd, they extended the 
Corruption 
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Corruption farther than it had gone before; but the 
Remedy in the Ballot will reach the Cauſe ; is eaſy; 
and the eaſter it is, the more ſhameful will be the Diſ- 


aſter, that muſt ſucceed, to a Neglect of it. 


SALUTARY, as this will be to the State; eaſy as 
it would be to Effect; and coreſpondent, as it would 
be to the Safety of the People, and the Deſire of every 
Heart, the propoſing it, in Bar to the Evils that would 
be in the Loſs of our Liberties, might not be without 
its Difficulties, tho* not ſuch as would be inſuperable. 


For, 


A PERSON that may influence Voters by 
tality, or Trade his Fortune may afford to his Neigh- 


the Hoſpi- 


bourhood, may form an Oppoſition to enſure the Elec- 
tion by his Fortune, which he might eſteem doubtful 


in a Ballot; and a Court may do the ſame, to maintain 


the Aw a Treaſury caſts upon thoſe that would ſhare 
in its Profuſion, when a Majority may be wanting to 


the Support of its own Meaſures. For, 


As Fetters of Iron are to the Body, thoſe of Gold 
are to the Mind that indulges a Paſſion for it. Its 
Smiles, and Promiſes are pleaſing, and it is not unin- 
ſtructed in the Syrens Art of enchanting firſt, that it 
may kill afterwards; and proſtituting Men to the 
Paſſions that rage for Indulgence, it brings forth that 
Race of neceſſitous People, who ſwarm in Courts; beg 
in Velvets, Jewels, Brocades, and Embroideries, and 
produces as monſtrous Births in the Minds of Men, as 
ſucceed to Copulation between Beaſts of different 


Species. 
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PRESEN TH Gold recreates the Eye more than the 


beautiful Green of an Emrauld, or the Play and Fire 
of an Oriental Diamond. Wonder not then at its pre- 
vailing with Men to the Sale of their Liberties, but the 
ſelling them for their own Money remains to be ac- 
counted for, and he that can reconcile it to human 
Underſtanding, muſt be the Maſter of as much Art 
as would be in the producing a Reconciliation between 
natural Antipathies. ä | 

T a E Commerce rais'd upon the Liberties of the 
People in the buying and ſelling of Elections, was as 


new in the Manner as in the Matter, and contrary to 


the Views in which the Commerce is uſually founded, 
becauſe it muſt finiſh in Ruin to the Commerciants. 
For, | | 

Tur Tie between their Liberties and thoſe of other 
Men, admitting of no Separation, he that ſets theirs 
to Sale muſt ſell his own with them, and, as that would 
be for his own Money, his Liberty would be parted 
with, and the whole Trade carried on for nothing but 
the Evil that would be in it, or, as if they were at 
Enmity with their Liberties, and muſt part with them 
at any Rate, for the Sake of Peace. 

Ax the opening of the Markets, a Voter might re- 
ecive Five or Ten Guineas for his Vote and Intereſt, 
but paying the Fund from whence they ifſu'd, much 
more in ſmaller Sums between the Markets, the Pover- 
ty it impos'd upon him, plac'd a Temptation in the 
Money offer'd, that prov'd how conſequential Slavery 


is to Poverty, and how eaſy it is to make a People 
ſubdue 


* - CP Q 


EY 

ſubdue themſelves at their own Expence, and by the 
Indigence that Expence ſhall bring upon them. 
 THENCE comes this Maxim of a Tyranical Prince, 
Let us Impoveriſh that we may Enſlave, for it is Poverty 
that ties the Obedience of a People to the Will of a 
Tyranical Prince, and to this our Fathers ſubmitted in 
the War of King William, tho' this could not be his 
View, becauſe he could not live to ſee us in that 
Diſtreſs, nor could he think of more for himſelf than 
that of filling our Throne for the Term of his Life. 

THe Corruption we complain of tallies with the 


Evils that Var produc'd, as if it was calculated to 


bring forth the malevolent Effects that muſt proceed 
from ſo unjuſt a Cauſe, and to produce that Poverty 
to which Slavery is naturally conſequential. But, 
THE Money the Buyer of an Election receiv'd for 
it again, occaſioned a Defficiency in the Treaſury, to- 
wards which he had before paid, and muſt continue to 
pay in Taxes; and the Proportion his Eftate muſt pay 
to the Poor that were fix'd in Pariſh Books, by the 
Payments their Labour made to it, made him a Re- 
ceiver of no more than his own for the Liberty he was 
diveſting himſelf, his Poſterity, and his Country of, 
and he was then drawing Blood of himſelf, and making 
it his Choice to tread upon Thorns all the Days of his 
Life, rather than to part with a falſe Appearance of 
Gain. | | 
THE Corruption was uncover'd ; acknowledg'd ; 
and by a ſtrange Paradox, gloried in, and dreaded by 
the Corrupters, and the Corrupted, for both ſeeing their 
own Deſtruction in the Bargains they were then dri- 
| ; Ving 
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ving, like Birds of ill Omen, they fear'd the Ruin 
that was to come out of it; and lov'd it for the 
wretched Trifle that appear'd in Gold. 

BEING fix'd in the Infamy, the Tears of an Hera- 
clitus would not have rais'd an exterior Remorſe for 
the Iniguity, nor the Laughter of a Democritus, one 
Bluſh for the Folly that was in it, they being as the 
Harlot that is hardned by Cuſtom, and repents not, 
tho' Self-condemnation never forſakes her. 

Id that Deluge of Iniquity which extorted Votes 
by the 3 of Money, their Elections were void 
in themſelves, as Acts extorted from Men in Priſon, 
are declar d in the Law; and by undue Elections, our 
Country was depriv'd of a Part of its Legiſlative 
Power, our Conſtitution violated, and the Senſe of 


the. Crown contradicted in its Writs for Free Parliaments, 


As our Liberties could not be parted with but in a 


gradual Way, in the Beginning it might be thought 
the parting with one Branch would not endanger 


others, but as the Materials of an Arch have ſuch a 


Bearing upon each other, that if a departed Stone is 
not replac'd, the whole will come down of itſelf, what- 


ever Branch of Liberty is parted with, will lead to the 


Ruin of the Reſt, the leaſt Part loſt, carrying a Force 


to him that may be poſſeſs'd of it, that may be us'd 


for the Remainder. For, 
AN accumulating Power may attract the whole, 


one Thing given frequently conveying a Power by 


which others may be taken, and where the Power is 
we are not to doubt of the Uſe of it, for its Endea- 
vours to extend to all Things, are reſtleſs, and de- 
ſtructive to the Liberties of thoſe it may be exercis'd 

| upon, 
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upon, for a Branch of Liberty loſt to the People, is 
like the Duc# of a Decoy which is maintain'd to deſtroy 
all that it can of its own Kind. 

THE Contiguity of the Nations upon the Continent 


produces a Neceſſity for ſtanding Armies, to prevent 


Surpriſes from neighbouring Powers; and, as every one 
would make his Will a Law to all others, the Princes 
intruſted with them cannot be reſtrained from tha abſo- 


lute Power an Abuſe of the Truſt would poſſeſs them 


of: And, in the Strength of that Paſſion for Indulgence, 
there is ſo ſmall a Diſtance berween Power and Tyranny, 
that where the one is, the other will be ; for they are 
as inſeparable as the Heart and the Money of a Miſer. 
But, | | 
THERE is no Reaſon why the Virtue of a King of 
England ſhould be brought to that Trial, England being 
in no Want of other Defence than that which the Seat 


and her own Shipping afford her; and, by our Separa.. 


tion from the Continent, with the Proviſion our Conſti- 
tution makes for our Liberties, we cannot loſe them, 
but by their Acts who may repreſent us in Parliament. 

NATURE has ſo liberally contributed to our Safety 
from foreign Inſults, that we ſhall be in no Neceſſity 
for Armies that would arm againſt our common Intereſt, 
and their Liberties from whom they would expect their 
Daily-bread ; and the Commerce having added a powwerfuy 
Fleet to that which Nature has done in our Defence, we 


| have nothing to fear from other Nations, and our own 


will be in Safety, if it be not ſubdued by our arming à 
Part of our own People againſt the Reſt : But, 
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Ix negleCting the Uſe of the Ballot, future Parlia- 


ments may be in that Obedience to the Diction of an in- 
fluencing Miniſter, which (in that Flow of Corruption) 
Gauſed a Member to ſay in Parliament, Let us count the 
Noſes fir/t, and hear what it is upon afterwards. 

THE Prevalence of that Spirit would make our Go. 
vernment as awful as the Governments upon the Con- 
tinent, for a Miniſter that may have too ſtrong a 
Paſſion for the Golden Drops they extract from a Royal 
Treaſury, may be a Traytor to the Liberties of his 
Country, and that ſhould be provided againſt by a 
People, who, from what has been, ſhould reaſon to 
what may be. For, 

A 9 AD Fatality muſt attend a 3 when that 
which is the moſt dear to them, ſhall be deſtin'd to 


the Conduct of a Miniſter, who (like Marius and 


Sylla) ſhall be the Author of Preſcriptions, but under 
an Addreſs that ſhall produce the Sanction of the Pro- 
ſerib'd themſelves, and involve a whole Kingdom in 
the Solemnity of their Act. 

In the Time of that Corruption, the Paſſion as 
Money, Place, and Penſion, ran as high as that for 
monumental Exiſtence, -when, for a Life in Books, 
one burn'd the Roman Capital, and another the Ephe- 
ſian Temple of Diana, for by taking the Money into 
their Hearts, the Public was wounded in its moſt tender 
Part for the Sake of the Private, tho' that muſt bear 
its Proportion in every Misfortune to the Public. Con- 
ſcience they ridicul'd as an old faſhon'd Thing, and 
made it as changeable as the Camelion in its Colour, by 
ſhifting it to every Point that ſeem'd profitable. 

FT, CROM:- 


— kr 2 ae 


[ 41 ] | 

CROMVWELL being as Deſpotic in the Govern- 
ment he forc'd his Way to, as any Prince upon the 
Continent, it is not impoſſible that ſome other may, 
nor that ſome future King of England may buy the 
People into the Humour of granting all that he may 
have a Mind to aſk, for Art frequently baffles Nature, 
and we know what a Cripple Money can make of Moral 
Refitude, or Human Under/tanding. 


I x was Art (aſſiſted by an Enthuſiaſtical Diſtemper 
in the Vulgar) that favour'd CromwelPs Scheme for 


placing himſelf at the Head of the Public, and that 
which it did without Money, it may do with it in 
greater likelihoood of Succeſs, and ſupply the want 
of that Diſtemper in the Vulgar, which tallied ſo well 
with his Ambition: | 

THe Strength of that tumultuary Time, lying in 
the Hands of the Rabble, he took that Shape which 
turn'd their Humour to his own Views. He was a 
Man of a towring Ambition, but not of Avarice, and, 
as that was a Cover to his Iniquity, it facilitated an 
Indulgence to his growing Paſſion, and his being under 
no Tie in Religion, promoted that Spirit which would 
lead to the Point his Conduct was calculated for. 

CoUuNnNTERFEITING all Virtues by Arts peculiar 
to himſelf, he was not eſteem'd leſs in the Favour of 
God than Mahomet is by thoſe that pay him their daily 


Adorations ; and ftretching his Invention to ſwell the 


Enthuſiaſm that inflam'd the deluded People, he rais'd 
it to an Exceſs that made his Cauſe, the Cauſe of 


King Feſus, 
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Tur Holy War that was to be conducted by the 


Captain of King 7e/us, kindled a Fervour that made 


Lives cheap, and gave more Force to his Army than 


a greater would have had under any other Command, 


The Juſtice of his Cauſe was meaſur'd by its Succeſs, 
and Praiſes were ſung to him as to the moſt High in 
the Divine Favour; a Reverence was paid to the 
Wicked ; Iniquity was in Authority, and in. no want 
of Diſciples. 


ACHnance in Church and State, being the Aim 


of ſome Men of Figure, and Fortune, they came into 


tue earlieſt of his Meaſures, and the Strength that 


might forward their Views, being in his //luminated 
Rabble, they countenanc'd thoſe they inwardly de- 
teſted ; and by the Advantage he made of their Delu- 
fion, he led them greater Lengths in his own Iniquity 
than they intended to go, and, in its own Seaſon, he 
joſtled his Coadjutors out of their own Views; con- 
vinc'd them that his Views, and theirs, center'd not 


in the ſame Point, and that, as he had gain'd the Helm, 


he could conduct the Ship without em. 

BEIN G as daring as he was artful, he carried that 
in his Scabberd by which the People were to be go- 
vern'd, and, in Anſwer to an Argument in Parlia- 
ment from the Great Charter of the Kingdom, he 
drew it, and made it known to the Members he had 
appointed that for the Great Charter by which they 
ſhould be govern'd, and that his Will was the Law 
which ſhould be maintain'd by it. 

I'n the Heat of that Time, the People knew not 


where to ſtop in their Impatience for a Change, but 
ran 
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ran into Lengths of Folly, and Ex eſſes of Cindi 

and Iniquity, that made thoſe who had blown up their 
Paſſions to that Height, ſee the Miſery they had brought 
upon themſelves ; and the inen d People they had 
deceiv'd. And, 

Wu N they ſaw a great part of the Kingdom 
under Sequeſtration, and the whole under the Inſults of 
a Tyrant, and an Uſurper, Grievances were felt that 
exceeded their Imagination ; but finding no Remedy 


in a Paſſive Repentence, the Hands that did the Miſ- 


chief felt a Neceſſity for the undoing it again, and 
promoted the Re/foration that enſu'd, which reſtor'd 
their Conſtitution with their King, and prevented the 
Deſtruction that was rolling upon *em from their own 
Folly. 

Ix their Heat of Paſſion, they ſaw not, that what 
is obtain'd by Violence cannot be maintain d but by the 
ſame, and that the Reſult of Violence is in Ruin to the 
Violent themſelves. By Treaty with the King, Things 
might have been adjuſted without the dangerous Convul- 
ſion by which our Liberties had been totally deſtroy'd 
if the People had negleted the Means, or miſs'd the 
Seaſon for their * by the Return of the King. 
For 

AxrT, Accident, Precipitation, Enthuſiaſm, Ambi- 
tion, and Hypocriſy, were under ſuch a Combination 
againſt the Liberties of the People, that if Cromwel] 
had been ſucceeded by Men equal to himſelf in Art, 
and Iniquity, a few Years would have confirm'd their 
total Extinction. For | 
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Max born under an heavy Burthen, bear it with 
the Tameneſs of the humbled Aſs, that never diſputes 


the Will of his Maſter in the Weight that is laid upon 
him; for the Mind of one born in Oppreſſion is ha- 


bituated to it, and the Generation born under Cromwell, 
would have favour'd the Succeſſors to his Tyranny, a- 
gainſt the Prince that came to their Deliverance, and 
by whoſe Hand, alone, the Wounds muſt be heal'd 
which they had receiv'd from the Precipitation of their 
Fathers. And, 

Tu Things that favour'd CromwelP's Ambition, 
may occur to the indulging the ſame Paſſion in others, 
excepting the enthuſiaſtical Spirit, which diſgrac'd it- 
ſelf beyond a Probability of regaining the Repute that 
might give another Man the Advantage he made of 


Tu Charms of Gold raiſe a Spirit that may have 


as full a Power for the making a Tyrant, and lead 


future Parliaments into the Humour of allowing a 
military Power to which the ſole Direction of the Peo- 


ple ſhall be ſubmitted ; and, if we reaſon from what 


has been done by that enchanting Metal, to what it 
may do againſt our Liberties, it may remind us of the 
Care that is due to their Preſervation. 

THAT Spirit may be laid by a Ballot, and, if Rea- 
ſon had that Power upon the Will which it exerciſes 
upon the Underſtanding, it would be us'd in Parlia- 
ment, and found a full Security for that Freedom to 


which we are directed by an Impulſe in our Nature, 


as the principal End, and F elicity of the ſocial Life; 
and about which, e have ſubſiſted between 
the 
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the Court and the Country that were ſometimes the 
Ruin of both, and, in all Times, a Misfortune that 
allow'd not of Peace to either. 

ALL the People of England have an equal Right 
to Liberty, and it is the moſt noble Part of that In- 
heritance which comes within the Privilege of their 
Birth, but when Bribery prevail'd in our Elections, the 
unqualified for Voting, and the uncorrupted among the 
Peters, eſteem'd it an unnatural Hardſhip that the 
Avarice of the corrupted ſhould involve their Natural 
Rights (who had no Share in the Corruption) in a 
Servitude from which there might be no Redemption. 


But 


Tus Balli would make an equal Proviſion * 
the Liberties of all the People, that one Part of 
them may not be oppreſs'd by an unnatural Corruption 
in the other, and without it onr Conſtitution would 
not deſerve the Things that are ſaid to its Honour; 
for Liberty not fully ſecur'd, cannot be fully enjoy'd, 
becauſe, without a Fence, it will be open to the 
Violence of a powerful Inyader, and cannot amount 
to any Thing more than a Name. ; 

IT would be a Boundary to the Prerogative of the 
Crown that would reſtrain it to the Circumſcription of 
the Law, and without Offence to any Right in the 
Prince that may fill the Office of a King, for the Crown 
and the People ſhould be as two Friends under a mutual 
Communication of Benefits, to prevent Oppreſſion to 
either from other Hands. 

THE Negotiations upon our Elections were forked 
Evils that wounded every Way, for it would have 
been a Folly in them that took Money for their Liberties 

to 
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to lament their Loſs, tho' the Sin, and the Shame 


would remain, as Matter for the Conſcience to re- 
proach them with. And, 


, FHEy would have been Knaves to Poſterity in re- 


maining by Bargains ſo Raſh, and Criminal, to their 
Ruin; and, in refuſing to ſurrender what they had 
fold would have been a Fraud upon the Buyers; there- 
fore, they could not look back upon the Deformity of 
the Action without Shame, nor forward to the Ruin 


that muſt follow it, without Terror. 


Nox could the Buyers be leſs culpable of Fraud, 
and Folly, in tempting Men by Trifles to known De- 
ſtruction, and dealing with a People that would uſe the 
moſt violent Means for the regaining what they had 
loſt, as ſoon as they ſhould feel the Effects of their 
Miſtake, in the Severities of an abſolute Power. 

As Properity is nothing without Freedom in the Uſe 
of it, in the Sale of our Liberties, no Favour would 
be ſhown in the ſparing of our Lives, becauſe the Ful - 
neſs of Miſery would ſubſiſt in the want of that Free- 
am which makes them valuable; for all Things have 
ſuch a Propenſity to Liberty, that no Vegetable will 
flouriſh in Reſtraint, and, in us, it makes all the good 


theſe Bodies can receive in Life. 


Ou Lilerties are the principal End of the ſocial 
Life; they give the Reaſon for our retiring from the 
wilder, and more deffuſive Way of living, into Towns 
and Communities for our greater Safety in mutual 
Aſſiſtance, and Defence, and to gratify our Propenſity 


to Converſation with our own Kind; and; if they had 


been totally loft, it would have been like a Shipwreck 
| 1 
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on Shoar, where all might have been ſav'd in the Uſe - 
of the Ballot. | 

As the Strength of a Prince lies not ſo much in his 
Arms, Forts, and Magazines, as in the Hearts of his 
People, the Prince that uſes their Power againſt them- 
ſelves, can have no Taſte of that undiſturbed Reſt the 
Night affords to him that has nothing to fear. | 

In a Prince, it would be a Point of Glory beyond 
Expreſſion, to uſe the Power he is poſſeſs'd of, in the 
Protection of their Liberties from whom it naturally 
proceeds ; for it would make the moſt beautiful Correſ- 
pondence with the Truſt repos'd in him, and the 
Functions of Regality (which allow not of the Uſe of 
Power againſt the Freedom of its own Source) would 
be exercis'd in the greateſt Glory that can appear in a 
Throne. 1 1 

A TIL E to Liberty that proceeds from the Privi- 
lege of a Man's Birth, ought not to be touch'd while 
his Obedience is paid to the ſocial Laws that proceed 
from the Principle under which he claims, for it is not 


| of inferior Value to Life, it being the only Thing that 


can mix with its Sorrows for the Benefit of a Relax. 

Or the Corrupters, and the Corrupted, many are 
gone down to the Place of Silence, and it might have 
been our Happineſs, if that paſſive State had been their 
Portion in the Time of their being with us; and, if 
they could be immediately follow'd by all that would 
copy after them, it would be more worthy of a ſolemn - 
Thankſgiving than all the Victories we obtain'd in the 
War of Queen Anne. 


T 
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Ir Virtue may be reverene'd in the Memory of Men 
departed, Vice may be reprov'd in the Dead for the ö 
Sake of the Living, and the Infamy of the Dead that h 
ſubmitted to the Corruption of that Time, ought to 2 
fx in the Living that would ſucceed to their Iniquity v 
as they do to their Eftates, that in Life, and in Death, 
nothing may be loſt in the Characters they deſerve ; for of 

the Infamy of the Dead is as Exemplary to the Deteſta- the 
tion of the Living, as the Memory of their Virtues of 
may be to their Imitation. co 

GRKEAT muſt be their Infamy who ſhould Tok, w] 
made themſelves awful, and venerable, by their Virtues, MW to 
as Licurgus was to his Lacedemoneans, when, under the x 

Cover of a Multitude of Shames, they ſat (like com- the 
mon Proſtitutes to the Will of an influencing Miniſter) Int 
to vote away all that was to make Life agreeable to the 
thoſe they repreſented. and 

TE Man who thinks not beyond himſelf, is un- pen 
willing to know, or to remember, that the Proſperity, Bra 
or Adverſity of the Public and the Private, are even- 
tually mutual, but under an abſtracted Affection for 
himſelf, he is a practical Enemy to both, for the Pub- 
lic cannot ſuffer in any Thing but what the Private muſt 
feel. 

Ix that Tins, a Gentleman, then in Friendſhip 
with a Miniſter of State, ſent him the Particulars of 3 
uſeful Production, and receiv'd for Anſwer, Ned, the 
Invention you inform me of, may be equal to what you 
ſay of it for the Public, but as the Author can do no- 
thing for the Private, what is it to you or me? 


Br 
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By this Abuſe of the Truſt repos'd in the Miniſters - 


our Country loſt the beſt Diving Veſſel that ever was 
projected; the Author was ruin'd by the Expence he 


had made upon it, and it tells what muſt be the Fate of 
a Nation, when its miniſterial Offices are fuld by Men 


who think not beyond themſelves, 
As a Royal Treaſury opens every Ear to the Voice 
of that Miniſter which the Treaſury itſelf muſt obey, 


no greater Misfortune can attend a People, than that 


of being under ſo unhappy an Influence, for the Money 
commands an Attention, and creates an Obedience, by 
which the Dictator's Meaſures are impos'd upon Men 
to whom it 15 made awful. 

Ir was the Influence of a Miniſter that produc'd 
the fatal Diſtin&tion between our Landed and Trading 
Intereſts, which was pernicious to both, in oppreſſing 
the one by which the other ſhould have been iumprov'd; 
and it produc'd thoſe Taxes and Eæciſes, which pro- 
pend to the Ruin of our Liberties, and oppreſs every 
Branch of the Trade they are impos'd upon. For 

OUR landed Men, by that unhappy Diſtinction, 
laid more Weight upon Labour than it ought to have 
born, to eaſe their Lands in the Tax, which it would 
have. been their Prudence to have paid, to eaſe the 
Commerce, as it is a pure Effect of Labour, and muſt 
ſuffer in every Duty that is laid upon it. For 

As our Trade gives all that Value to our Lands which 
they produce beyond the immediate Neceſſities of our 
Nature, it would be better for the /anded Intereſt that 
our Lands ſhould bear the whole Weight of a War, 
than that our Trade ſhould fall under the leaſt Oppreſ- 

G | fron, 
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fon, for as it will not flouriſh without Fre:dom, it always 


forſakes the Country which refuſes it the Freedom that is : 

of Neceſſity to its Succeſs. | ; 

q A Trade loſt by Oppreſſion is not to be regain'd, but 8 
| a Loſs on our Lands by a Tax, would be reſtor d to 

. them again, by the Fulneſs of the Commerce that ſprings a 

j from their Produce, when its Freedom is maintain'd 7 

| and the falſe Policy that laid the Weight upon Labour, dl 

i brought ſo many Families to a Neceſſity for parochial 5 

| bi | Charities, that what was ſav'd inPayments to the Crown, = 

= they more than paid to the Poor of their own making. rs 

4 GOLD falling from the Fingers of a late Miniſter *. 

0 like the refreſhing Dews of the Evening, made him the He 

1 Maſter of a Majority in our National Aſemnbiies, for Ex- pa 

ciſes, that would have effected the total Biftinion of | 

our Liberties, if the People had not ſnewn a Reſent- 05 

ment which made it his Prudence to ſink the Cauſe for 5 

his own Safety. : 

By his Influence, the collective Wiſdom of our n | 

Country incur'd the Diſgrace of that unſteady Conduct 8 

which totally reduc'd the Duty upon Salt for the Bene- 1 

ue 


fit of our Country, and reſtor'd it again in the Year 
following for a trifling Advantage to the Treaſury, as 
if that and the People were in ſeparate Intereſts, and 
that it could not ſubſiſt but by their Ruin. 

Ir the Act for its Reduction was good, it ſhould 
not have been repeal'd, or not in the Year that im- 
mediately enſu'd, that making too great a Diſcovery 
of the ſervil Condition our Country was reduc'd too 

by the want of Honour, and Courage, in its Repreſen- 
tatives ; but if they did not ſee where the Benefit of 
| that 
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that Act lay, they ſhould have been better inform'd 
before its Repeal had receiv'd the Solemnity of their 
Sanction. 

For the corrupting our People in the Management 
of Elections, that pitiful Duty ſeem'd better in the 
Treaſury to him that had the Care of it, than Million, 
diffus'd among the People for the Benefit of the Com- 
merce, and the Will of the Miniſter became Vocal in 
thoſe that voted in the Caſe ; for the Strength of Gold 
turn'd thoſe that already abounded in it, into Tools to 
him that had the dividing of a Treaſury, and proves the 
largeſt Fortunes are no Fence againſt Diſgrace, when 
Honour has not the Force which ſhould ſubdue the 
Paſhon that defaces it. | 

UNFORTUNATE is the Country that maintains a 
Corruption which is to finiſh in its own Ruin; and thoſe 
that deſire to live and die in their own Country, and 
to ſhare in her Fate, her Felicity muſt be ſo near their 
Hearts, as to have the firſt, and beſt of their Wiſhes, 
and her Sufferings a Subject for them to lament; but 
ſuch as are ſo much in love with Opprefſion as to op- 
preſs themſelves rather than to be without it, muſt be 
govern'd by the Wiſdom of the Wood in the Fable, 
which lent an Helve to the Hatchet for its own Diſtruc- 
tion. | | | 
THE Duty upon Salt impoſes ſuch a Neglect upon 
the Improvement of our Lands, and Fiſhery, that no 
greater Favour can be beſtow'd upon all the Intereſts of 
our Kingdom, than would be in its Reduction for ever; 
and as our Loſs in the richeſt Branch of Trade upon the 


Globe, ſhould bring the ſtrongeſt Engagement upon 
G 2 our 
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our Care for the remaining Branches, their Thoughts 
who are entruſted with the whole, cannot come under 


an Employment that will turn ſo much to their own 


e 

Ou FZiheryis more rich in its ſelf, than any V Mine 
of Gold, or Silver, in either of the Indies, and nothing 
prevents our making a Profit of the many Millions the 


Dutch annually find in it but a Law of our own mak- 


ing, which, as far as it favours them, ſhews, that Fond- 
neſs for Allies which a Gentleman had for a great Num- 
ber of Couſins, till by long, and painful Enquiry, he 
found as many as brought a Waſte upon his Fortune, 
and left him to lament the Loſs of it. 


I T was ſaid by Sir Walter Rawleigh, that if we had 


every Tenth Herring the Dutch then caught in our 
Royalty, it would be worth eight hundred thouſand 


Pounds a Year to our Country, which would be eight 


Millions for the Ten, and IT was fo raſh, as to think 
it a Miſtake in that Great Man. But 

ABouT the Year 1690, the moſt experienc'd Au- 
thors concluded, that, before the Dutch had half the 
Number of Bufes they then gave an Employment too, 


the Herring, Cod, and Ling they took in our Seas, 


produced Ten Millions Sterling a Year. And 
Tur Time of their having not half the Number of 
Buſſes they employ'd in 1690, was ſo near to that of 
Sir Walter Rawleigh, that it affords a great Probability 
of Truth in his Aﬀertion ; and from his Time to 1690, 
in which they more than doubled their Number of 
Buſes, the 9 of their Profits, and Employ- 
| ment 


foal: 


ment of their People, muſt have been in Proportion to 
the Improvement of their Shipping. And, 

Ix the fiſty-eight Years ſince 1690, their Shipping, 
Employment, and Profits, muſt have increas'd in Pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of the People in the Nations 
they ſerve with that Commodity, and, in this, it may 
be ſeen how great a Trade and Treaſure, a full Fiſhery 
would produce, and the Greatneſs of our Loſs in a 
pitiful Duty upon Salt, by which we are prevented in 
the Profits. TI 

RIGH TIL do the Dutch ſtile the Fiſbery, the 
Golden Mine of their Seven Provinces, for it has pro- 
duc'd more to them than the whole Trade they have 
maintain'd with the Indies, and its Value to us would 
be almoſt equal to the preſent Rental of all the Lands of 
England, if we had no Duty upon Salt, | 

By an Account taken in Holland in 1669, the Num- 
ber of Subjects to the States General, appear'd to be 
two Millions four hundred Thouſand, of which four 
hundred and fifty Fhouſand were then employ'd in the 
Fiſhery, and the thirty-two Trades depending upon it, 
which came near to a fifth Part of their Peoole. And, 
IF an Increaſe of People in the Nations they ſerve 
with F:/þ, has been equal to their own in the ſeventy- 
ſeven Years ſince that Account was taken, vaſt muſt 
our Loſs have been by their fiſhing in our Waters; and 
an Employment given to four hundred and fifty Thouſand 
of their Hands, about the Year 1669, muſt ſtrengthen 
our Faith in the Aſſertion of Sir Walter Rawleigh. 

To the Dutch, Nature affords but little more for 
foreign Markets than Madder, Cheeſe, and Butter, but 

7 for 


681 


for the Fiſb they take in our Waters, they have Returns 
from France, Spain, Portugal, the Streights, Germany, 


Brabant, and the Eaſt Countries, in a Variety and Quantity 
of Commodities, as well as Money, that give them the 


Capacity of furniſhing to every Nation, what may be 


wanting from ſo great a Collection as they make in ex- 
change for their Fiſb. | 

© WIL the Numbers of our qwn People a 
full Fiſtery would employ ; the Cu/toms that would be 
paid upon the foreign Commodities our Fiſh wauld pro- 
duce ; the Money they would prevent the exporting 
— the importing of, we may ſee our Diſgrace 
in the ſad Effects of our tame Surrender of a Treaſure 
that gave the Power the Dutch are now poſſeſs d of. 

THe Dutch themſelves conſume as many Herrings 
as moſt Nations, and, if we would aſſert a Right no 
other Nation would fo ſupinely part with, or endea- 
your to recover it in the pacific Way of reducing our 
Duty upon Salt, the Dutch would be ſo far from ri- 
valling us in the European Markets, that they would 
not have an Herring for their own Conſumption but 


what muſt be of our catching, and curing, as I believe 


has alrcady appear'd to you in the firſt Part of my Diſ- 
courſe upon this Subject. 

Ou fighting and trading Ships employ : a great 
many Seamen, and breed but few, and our Colliers 
ſpend almoſt as many as they make, but each Fiſhing 
Veſſel makes between Six and Ten new Men every Year, 
and, if we had the full Fiſhery, it would prevent the 
Neceſſity in our Ships of Mar for an unnatural Preſs 


upon thoſe that navigate our Goods to foreign Markets, 
and 
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and the Stagnation it brings upon the Commerce * the 
a want of their Hands. 
>, SOME apprehend the promoting our Fiſhery would 
* check that Breed of Cattle which makes the Rents of 
2 their Grazing Lands, but we are now furniſh'd with 
as much Fiſh as we can conſume, and as a greater 
Quantity could not improve its keeping Quality, its 
Conſumption in our Inland Counties would not Increaſe, 
4 ſo that the Conſumption of Cattle could not be leſs, 
nor that of Fi more, by an Improvement in our Z 
cry, therefore, in promoting it, nothing but the foreign 
'S Trade is conſider'd, and that cannot affect our landed 
Intereſt but to its Advantage. 

I F the Gentlemen who are principally intereſted i in 
our Lands, would be fo kind to themſelves, as to think 
5 of the natural Tie between this, the other Branches of 
our Trade, and the Intereſt that is inherent in them, 
they would ſtifle the Diſtinction which makes two In- 
tereſts where there ſhould be but one, and promote the 
Trading Intereſt for the Improvement of their own 
Eſtates. 

THE Dutch have the Advantage that none do aſſiſt 
in their Councils, but what know, and feel every 
Change chat may occur to the Diſadvantage of their 
Commerce; know from whence it proceeds; and by 
what Means a Difficulty may be remov'd, or prevent- 
ed; or a Remedy found when Relief is wanting. 

MERCHANTS are in our Parliaments, who are 
fll'd with the good Senſe of Men of Buſineſs, but while 
the pernicions Diſtinction between our Landed and 
Trading Interefts is ſubſiſting, their Suffrages will be 

over- 
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over-rul'd by the great Majority that has frequently 
opos'd *em, tho* they could do nothing in Favour of 
our Trade but what muſt turn to their Advantage who 
were in the Oppoſition. But 

Ir is a National Misfortune that our Gann: who 
have the making thoſe Laws by which our Trade is 
to be directed, know not how it may be eas'd, pro- 
moted, or protected, for it is too tender to be touch'd 
by Hands that know not what they are doing in it, the 
Commerce being like the Body Natural, which will ex- 
pire in a dangerous Caſe, if treated by one that does 
not underſtand it. p 

Ir our Fiſhery, and the other Branches of our Trads v 
had been regarded by the Worth that is in them, it e. 
would have been better proportion'd to the Intereſt of m 
a Trading People, than that Appearance upon the Con- ce 
titent which promis'd nothing to us but unnatural Zx+ 
ciſes, and Taxes upon our Labour, that will drag our th 
Trade to as certain a Period, as the crying it down by the m 
Authority of Parliament, could do. Co 

E aca Day will acquaint us with a Neceſſity for MW to 
the Improvement of our Lands, it being a Subject on tio 
which our Nature does not allow of long Silence, and 
as Salt in the Manure would ſoon double their Value, M to 
it is to be hop'd, the Gentlemen who are intereſted in ¶ fro 
them for all that they enjoy, and are poſſeſs'd of the Power 
of reſtraining the Impediments to it, by reducing the 
Duty upon Salt, will not ſuffer that to remain a perpe- 
tual Obſtacle to ſo great a good to themſelyes, and the 
People they repreſent in Parliament. 
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FR oM our Exports the Profits of our bn 
proceed, for the Things exported being more than we 
can conſume, in reſpect ts our Neceſſities, they ar 
ſuperfluous, and their whole Produce is a pute Profit, 
whether it be in Silver, Gold, or other valuable Com- 
modities ; and as far as our Country may be enrich'd 
by our Exports their is a Neceflity for the Improve- 


ment of our Lands that our Exports in Corn, and o 


ther Commodities, may be multiplied, and our Shipping 
make the Benefit of their Carriage. 
B Failures of Stock in Corn, our Exports have 


produced Scarcities at Home that rais'd I heat to a Price | 


which, by Act of Parliament, lay a Reſtraint upon the 
exporting it that prevented the Profits we ſhould have 
made, if our Stock had been equal to our own Ne- 
ceſſities, and the Demands we had from Abroad. And, 

As the Increaſe of our own People are no leſs than 
thirty Thouſand per Annum, and will be annually 


more, by an Increaſe upon that Increaſe, a Stock of 


Corn always in Hand, may be as neceflary a Proviſion 
for our own Feople, as for the Demands of other Na- 
tions. 

I THINK it was in 1728, that we imported Corn 


to prevent a Famine, and the Scarcity proceeded not 


from Blites which the brining our Seed heat had de- 
liver'd us from, but from out Exports, and a Failure 
in that Providence by which we ſhould have had a con- 
ſtant Stock that would ariſwer to our own Neceſſities, 
and our Exports. I remember the ſame to have been 
before, and that it Og l heat to ten Shillings a 
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BzsipEs that which it would afford to the Neceſſi- 


ties of our own People, a conſtant Stock would con- 
ſtitute a Market to which the Nations in Neceſſity 


might ſend with a Certainty of the Supplies their Orders 
ſhould be given for; and we are ſo much nearer the 


Markets in frequent Diſtreſs, than Dantzic, that the 


Orders given to that City, would be given to us, and 


enlarge the Commerce of our Kingdom. 
T Ho the Dutch ſend abroad tor hs Corn of their 
own conſuming, they are never without a Stock from 


which they frequently furniſh other Nations, and have 


ſometimes furniſh'd us with the Corn of our own 


Growth, but it is not for our Honour that ſhould be 


ſaid of a People that cannot raiſe Bread for their own 
eating. 

IF the Duty upon Salt had not return'd, the Rental 
of our Lands would have been ſome Millions better 
than it is; our conſtant Stock of Corn would have been 
always equal to our own Conſumption, and the De- 
mands of other Nations, and the Profits in our Navi- 
gation, would have improv'd in Proportion. But 

THE Return of that Duty renew'd the Neglect it 
had impos'd upon our Lands and our Fiſhery, and made 
them both look as if neither did belong to us, while 
we regarded a Land War, we ought to have had no 
Share in, as if it was no Body 8 9 but our own, 
and for the Honour done us by the Princes we fought 
for, in allowing that we might fight their Battles for 
them, we gave them annual Subſidies that amount to 
more than four Times the "AF that ONE produc d. 
And 
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STRANGE it is, that a pitiful Duty ſhould impoſe a 
Neglect upon our Lands and Fiſhery, that makes them 
look as if we had no other Right in them, than what 
may be in the Remainder of their Produce, after the Ne- 
ceſſities of the foreign Princes are ſupplied by our 
Money and Troops ; for this caſts our Nation into as full 
an Obedience to theſe our new Lords, as the Tool of 
a Carpenter is to the Hand that Works with it. But 

Ir Reaſon is a Ray of the Divine Light, it cannot 
be reſiſted one Hour but to our Diſad vantage, and of 
her we learn, that as our Lands and Fi/hery are of the 
richeſt of Nature's Gifts, the Duty upon Salt ſhould 
be immediately reduced, that we may have the Benefit 


of thoſe Productions they would afford, if they were 


aſſiſted by the Liberty that Duty deprives us of. But 
IF in Compliment to our foreign Penſioners, we muſt 
abide by the Loſs of more than twenty Millions an- 
nually, for the Produce of one hundred and eighty 
Thouſand Pounds that muſt come out of our own 
Pockets to the Treaſury, like the deſperate Man that 
is at the Expence of a Rope to -deſtroy himſelf, we 
muſt give that Sum to deſtroy the twenty Millions that 


| might be added to it. 


N ATURE provided, as if this was the fortunate 
Iſland in which ſhe had diffus'd the greateſt of her 
Favours, and being infinitly oblig'd to her, we may be 
lawfully ungrateful, but not in the Degree which ap- 
pears in our Diſregard to the richeſt of her Gifts, for 
that has produced the Puniſhments we complain of, tho? 
we feel nothing in them but what we have labour'd, 
taſted, pray'd, and given our Blood and Treaſure for. 
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v. E tamely divide our ihery with the Dutch, and 
our Duty upon Sal? is like a Surrender of the whole to 
them, for an Alliance that has been hurtful to us, and 
has always made a Part of that deluſive Pretext which 
was our Leader into a Land Ii ar that makes a Soil our 
Intereſt cannot take Root in. 

Ir the Succeſs the Troops of France have had over 
ours, in Conjunction with the Dutch, and thoſe of the 
Hungarian Queen, is to our Difadvantage, ſo far as we 
have ſuffer'd by it, the Profits of that Trade we have 
given to France haye been us'd againſt us, and will be 
in future Jealouſics, and Debates, that may ariſe from 
the Vicinity of the two Nations, and their Competition 
in the Commerce. 

IN our Plantation Trade, the Sugar, which was an 
Article of vaſt Advantage to us, in Caſe it had ex- 
tended no farther than "that which was furniſh'd to 
France, that Kingdom is now ſo far poſleſs'd of, that 
it ſerves f its ſelf with that Commodity, and is capable of 
furniſhing it to other European Nations. 

S!/LYEDEN has prohibitted ſome of the 3 
we ſerve her with; is in Poſſeſſion of a Part of our 
Trade to the Eaſt-Indies, and, whether it is that the 
Swedes know the Worth of our Fiſhery better than it is 
known to us, or that they place a greater Value in the 
Profits it will afford, is not for me to judge, but it is 
known that th they talk aloud of making themſelves Sharers 
in it, and our Behaviour to Fo Dutch may invite other 
Nations into it. 


Tre King of Pruſſia, ſeeing the Worth of Trade, 


and chuſing to be the Father, rather than the Hero of 
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his People, by the Preparations he is now making, It 
appears he will diminiſh thoſe Parts of the Commerce, 
or ſome of them, that are ſtil] remaining to us, for his 
Country abounds in Wool, and by the Encouragement 
that Prince offers, he may be aſſur'd of Hands to work- 
it for diſtant Markets. And 

By our War with Spain, it is to be fear'd, we may 
have made a Channel between her and France, for that 
Trad: to run in which did run between her and us, 
for Goods rais'd from the Fleece, for the Country that 
does not oppreſs Labour with the Taxes it is oppreſs'd by 
in England, will carry Goods cheaper to the Markets, 
and thoſe that ſerve the cheapeſt, will have the Cuſto- 
Trossz who think Spain will be oblig'd to trade 
with us again for the vending her Wool, Hines, and 
Fruits, in our Kingdom, may be under the Miftake of 
our Fathers, who were made to believe France would 
be oblig'd to trade with us again, at the finiſhing of the 
War of King William ; but Reaſons may be given 
why this ſhould be as great a Miſtake as the other is 
prov'd to have been, to their Piſgrace, and our great 
Misfortune. | | 

WEN theſe are confider'd, with the Difadvantages 
already mention'd, it may appear that we have nothing 
to leave to Poſterity but an Inſolvent Kingdom, under 
an augmenting Debt, and a declining Trade, which 
makes it Time that we think of a Change in our Con- 
duct, and if none but the Proſperous can loſe by Al- 
terations, our Conduct may alter without Fear of be- 


ing the worſe for it, unleſs we change as our Fathers 
| did, 
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did, who made Changes that were ſecond Miſeries to 


the firſt, as if they chang'd for nothing but Deſtruction 


to their Poſterity.. _ 

In tracing our Evils to their Origin, we ſhall find 
them all meeting in the Land Mar of King William; to 
that Link the reſt naturally fix'd in their Turns, and 
muſt follow according to the Force by which the Chain 


was drawn to gratify the Ambition of one Man, under 
the Pretext of balancing the Powers of Europe, when 
his whole Aim was at ſuch a Balance to his Ambition, 
as he might expect in a laſting Poſſeſſion of the Crown 


of England. 


THA Har was the Root from whence our Debt 
mood Taxes ſprung, and the Interdict it occaſion'd upon 


our Commerce, with the diſbanding.an Army in Flanders 
which ſhould have been diſbanded at Home, France ac- 
quir'd the Art of working Wool, and by working it 
cheaper than our Tax-s will allow of its being done 
with us, ſhe poſſeſſes a Trade by which ſhe caſts an Awe 
upon the reſt of Europe, and we plac'd that Power in 
her, which it was pretended that War would prevent, 
and a Yoke upon Poſterity that will bring their Curſe 
upon the Folly of their Fathers. © 

Tuksz with our pernicious Aliances, 1 Sub ſi. 
des, Exciſes, Lotteries, Stockjobbing, and the Ruin of 
Perſonal Credit, by which the Spirit and Life of our 
Trad: ſubſiſted, flow'd from that fatal Incident, and, 
if the Acquiſitions France has made, ſhould make her 


ſo awful to the Dnteh, as that they ſhall find it their 


Prudence to ally with her in future Occaſions, ſhe may 
| diſpute 
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diſpute our Title to the Royalty of our 'own Waters, 
and the whole Fi/hery be for ever loſt to us. | 

W have not been ſo unhappy. in any Thing, as in 
an Unſenſibility of our own Unhappineſs, and in 
the pernicious Arts that have been us'd to cover our 
Miſtakes; for if we had been as ſenſible of our Ne- 
ceflity for a Cure, as our common Intereſt requir'd, 
we ſhould have retir'd from the Land Mar by which 
our Taxes began to bud upon our Labour, and our 
Trade to make is Exit. But, 

W Hen thoſe wicked Arts had run their natural 
Length (tho? not the Length they were calculated for) 
our Miſtakes broke out upon our Body Politic like ſo 
many Plague Sores, and prov'd as peſtilential as the 
Evils that broke looſe at the opening of the Box of 
Pandora. Yet, e 
Ix we confine our Cares to our real Intereſt, and 
uſe the Means Nature till affords to its Improvement, 
it may give ſome kind of Dawning to the darkeſt 
Night, for, in the Secrets of Providence, there may 
be ſome good in reſerve for us, Nature never allowing 
of their being loſt who will co-operate with her, in 
Conformity with the Law of her own giving, but they 
who refuſe to work with her, will be loſt in the Track 
of Indolence. | 

THAT Fortune may favour us, Age muſt not come 
upon Opportunity, for our Trade has ſuch a Proximi- 
ty with our Felicity, that its Proſperity or Decline, 
flides into that Plenty or Poverty, by which Felicity or 
Adverſity is entail'd upon us, and Opportunity ſeldom 
makes ſecond Offers after the firſt are refusꝰ'd, for it 
will not ſtay where it is treated with Contempt. 
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Gen Sung 18 the Party that goyerns i in this Diſ- 
2 and he who. (for any other Party). ſhall knaws 
ingly ſpeak, or act againſt her real Intereſt, will, be 
unworthy: of a Being in her, for it was the Rage, 
Paſſion, and Prejudice, of the other Parties, that 
humbled. her more effectually to her preſent Diſtreſs, 
=o it could HAVE: Wen by the Power of a Seglared 


Enemy. 


As an honeſt Akan cannot. tbe e a Paſſion. for 
the Public, tho? he makes but a very ſmall Part of it, 
I would fpeak for it, if none but myſelf and the Truth 
ſhould: be on its Side, for the Truth ſhould be favour'd, 

_ even.” When it is againſt. ourſelves, but when it is for 
ourſelves and againſt our F ollies only, as in our preſent 
Caſe, Policy and Juſtice oblige us to cheriſh 3 
hope you awill allow of the Ardaus that appears in one, 
who is reſolv'd to live and die in the fulleſt Affection for 


his Country, and 18 equally determin'd to n# in all 


Times, 3 


I r being lng ee vo eat the feſt Part of this 
Dient it is my Requeſt you will pleaſe to read it 
again before you read this, each rendering che other 
more eg than either can be Without it. 4 
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